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The Pledge of Allegiance was written in August 1892 by Francis Bellamy (1855-1931). It was 
originally published in The Youth's Companion on September 8, 1892. In its original form it read: 

"I pledge allegiance to my Flag and the Republic for which it stands, one nation, indivisible, with 
liberty and justice for all." 

In 1923, the words, "the Flag of the United States of America" were added. At this time it read: 

"I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America and to the Republic for which it 
stands, one nation, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all." 

In 1954, in response to the Communist threat of the times, President Eisenhower encouraged 
Congress to add the words "under God," creating the 31-word pledge we say today. Today it 
reads: 

"I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America, and to the republic for 
which it stands, one nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all." 

It should be rendered by standing at attention facing the flag with the right hand over the heart. 
When not in uniform men should remove any non-religious headdress with their right hand and 
hold it at the left shoulder, the hand being over the heart. Persons in military uniform should face 
the flag, and render the military salute." 

 

 

 

 



History of Our Flag 

No one knows with absolute certainty who designed the first stars and stripes or who made it. 
Congressman Francis Hopkinson seems most likely to have designed it, and few historians believe 
that Betsy Ross, a Philadelphia seamstress, made the first one.  

Until the Executive Order of June 24, 1912, neither the order of the stars nor the proportions of the 
flag was prescribed. Consequently, flags dating before this period sometimes show unusual 
arrangements of the stars and odd proportions, these features being left to the discretion of the flag 
maker. In general, however, straight rows of stars and proportions similar to those later adopted 
officially were used. The principal acts affecting the flag of the United States are the following:  

 On June 14, 1777, in order to establish an official flag for the new nation, the Continental 
Congress passed the first Flag Act: "Resolved that the flag of the United States be made of 
thirteen stripes, alternate red and white; that the union be thirteen stars, white in a blue field, 
representing a new Constellation."  

 Act of January 13, 1794 - provided for 15 stripes and 15 stars after May 1795.  
 Act of April 4, 1818 - provided for 13 stripes and one star for each state, to be added to the 

flag on the 4th of July following the admission of each new state, signed by President 
Monroe.  

 Executive Order of President Taft dated June 24, 1912 - established proportions of the flag 
and provided for arrangement of the stars in six horizontal rows of eight each, a single point 
of each star to be upward.  

 Executive Order of President Eisenhower dated January 3, 1959 - provided for the 
arrangement of the stars in seven rows of seven stars each, staggered horizontally and 
vertically.  

Executive Order of President Eisenhower dated August 21, 1959 - provided for the arrangement of 

the stars in nine rows of stars staggered horizontally and eleven rows of stars staggered vertically. 

Betsy Ross Flag (May 1776) 

Although it is not a proven factual event, legend has it that Betsy Ross sewed the first American Flag 

from a pencil sketch drawn by George Washington. While it is true that Ross was an acquaintance of 

George Washington and sewed many American flags throughout her life, there is no evidence to 

support the claims that she did in fact create the first American Flag at the request of George 

Washington. 

 

 

 

http://usflag.org/history/francishopkinson.html
http://usflag.org/history/aboutbetsyross.html


Original 13 Star Flag (1777-1795) 

On June 14, 1777, the Second Continental Congress passed The Flag Resolution which stated: “It is 
resolved that the flag of the United States be made of thirteen stripes, alternated red and white; that 
the union be thirteen stars, white in a blue field, representing a new Constellation.” For this reason, 
we now celebrate Flag Day on every June 14th.  

This official original American Flag had 13 stripes and 13 stars to represent the original 13 colonies 

which included: Delaware, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Georgia, Connecticut, Massachusetts, 

Maryland, South Carolina, New Hampshire, Virginia, New York, North Carolina, and Rhode Island. 

 

 
 

15 Star Spangled Banner Flag (1795-1818) 

In 1794, the Flag Act authorized a new 15-star and 15-stripe flag. This regulation went into effect on 
May 1st, 1795, and the Star Spangled Banner became the new official flag of the United States. The 
two additional stars and stripes were added to the original design in order to represent the admission 
of Vermont (1791) and Kentucky (1792).  

This particular edition of the American Flag is known as the Star Spangled Banner because it was 

the actual flag that flew over Fort McHenry and served as the inspiration for Francis Scott Key’s 

song that would become the national anthem, “Star Spangled Banner”, of The United States of 

America. 

 

 

 



 

20 Star Flag (1818-1819) 

The Act of April 4th, 1818 enacted a new 
policy that provided for a constant of 13 
stripes on all American Flags and one star for 
each state. The act stated that the flag would 
be officially modified on the 4th of July 
following the admission of each new state.  

This edition of the flag added five new stars 

for the admission of the new states including: 

Tennessee (1796), Ohio (1803), Louisiana 

(1812), Indiana (1816), and Mississippi 

(1817). 

 

21 Star Flag (1819-1820) 

This 21-star flag became the official American 
Flag on July 4th, 1819.  

A star was added for the state of Illinois, which 

was admitted to the United States of America 

on December 3rd, 1818. 

 

 

23 Star Flag (1820-1822) 

This 23-star flag became the official American 
Flag on July 4th, 1820.  

Two stars were added for the admission of 

Alabama (1819) and Maine (1820) to the 

United States of America. 

 

24 Star Flag (1822-1836) 

This 24-star flag became the official American 
Flag on July 4th, 1822.  

A star was added for the state of Missouri, 

which was admitted to the United States of 

America on August 10th, 1821. 

 

 



25 Star Flag (1836-1837) 

This 25-star flag became the official American 
Flag on July 4th, 1836.  

A star was added for the state of Arkansas, 

which was admitted to the United States of 

America on June 15th, 1836. 

 

 

26 Star Flag (1837-1845) 

This 26-star flag became the official American 
Flag on July 4th, 1837.  

A star was added for the state of Michigan, 

which was admitted to the United States of 

America on January 26th, 1837. 

 

 

27 Star Flag (1845-1846) 

This 27-star flag became the official American 
Flag on July 4th, 1845.  

A star was added for the state of Florida, which 

was admitted to the United States of America on 

March 3rd, 1845. 

 

 

28 Star Flag (1846-1847) 

This 28-star flag became the official American 
Flag on July 4th, 1846.  

A star was added for the state of Texas, which 

was admitted to the United States of America on 

December 29th, 1845. 

 

 



29 Star Flag (1847-1848) 

This 29-star flag became the official 
American Flag on July 4th, 1847.  

A star was added for the state of Iowa, which 

was admitted to the United States of 

America on December 28th, 1846. 

 

 

30 Star Flag (1848-1851) 

This 30-star flag became the official 
American Flag on July 4th, 1848.  

A star was added for the state of Wisconsin, 

which was admitted to the United States of 

America on May 29th, 1848. 

 

 

 

31 Star Flag (1851-1858) 

This 31-star flag became the official 
American Flag on July 4th, 1851.  

A star was added for the state of California, 

which was admitted to the United States of 

America on September 9th, 1850. 

 

 

 

32 Star Flag (1858-1859) 

This 32-star flag became the official 
American Flag on July 4th, 1858.  

A star was added for the state of Minnesota, 

which was admitted to the United States of 

America on May 11th, 1858. 

 

 



33 Star Flag (1859-1861) 

This 33-star flag became the official American 
Flag on July 4th, 1859.  

A star was added for the state of Oregon, which 

was admitted to the United States of America on 

February 14th, 1859. 

 

 

34 Star Flag (1861-1863) 

This 34-star flag became the official American Flag 
on July 4th, 1861. A star was added for the state of 
Kansas, which was admitted to the United States 
of America on January 29th, 1861.  

This was the flag that was flown by armies of the 

North during the first half of the Civil War. The flag 

had 34 stars to represent all of the country’s states, 

even those that were attempting to secede from 

the union. 

 

35 Star Flag (1863-1865) 

This 35-star flag became the official American Flag 
on July 4th, 1863.  

A star was added for the state of West Virginia, 

which separated from the rest of Virginia (a 

confederate state) on June 20th, 1863 in order to 

rejoin the union. 

 

36 Star Flag (1865-1867) 

This 36-star flag became the official American Flag 
on July 4th, 1865.  

A star was added for the state of Nevada, which 

was admitted to the United States of America on 

October 31st, 1864. 

 

 



37 Star Flag (1867-1877) 

This 37-star flag became the official 
American Flag on July 4th, 1867.  

A star was added for the state of 

Nebraska, which was admitted to the 

United States of America on March 1st, 

1867. 

 

 

38 Star Flag (1877-1890) 

This 38-star flag became the official 
American Flag on July 4th, 1877.  

A star was added for the state of Colorado, 

which was admitted to the United States of 

America on August 1st, 1876. 

 

 

 

43 Star Flag (1890-1891) 

This 43-star flag became the official 
American Flag on July 4th, 1890.  

Five stars were added for the admission of 

North Dakota (1889), South Dakota 

(1889), Montana (1889), Washington 

(1889), and Idaho (1890). 

 

 

 

44 Star Flag (1891-1896) 

This 44-star flag became the official American Flag on 
July 4th, 1891.  

A star was added for the state of Wyoming, which was 

admitted to the United States of America on July 10th, 

1890. 



45 Star Flag (1896-1908) 

This 45-star flag became the official American 
Flag on July 4th, 1896.  

A star was added for the state of Utah, which was 

admitted to the United States of America on 

January 4th, 1896. 

 

 

46 Star Flag (1908-1912) 

This 46-star flag became the official American 
Flag on July 4th, 1908.  

A star was added for the state of Oklahoma, which 

was admitted to the United States of America on 

November 16th, 1907. 

 

 

48 Star Flag (1912-1959) 

This 48-star flag became the official American 
Flag on July 4th, 1912.  

Two stars were added for the admission of New 

Mexico (1912) and Arizona (1912) to the United 

States of America. 

 

 

 

49 Star Flag (1959-1960) 

This 49-star flag became the official American 
Flag on July 4th, 1959.  

A star was added for the state of Alaska, which 

was admitted to the United States of America on 

January 3rd, 1959. 

 

 

 

 



50 Star Flag (1960-Present) 

This 50-star flag became the official American Flag on 
July 4th, 1960.  

A star was added for the state of Hawaii, which was 

admitted to the United States of America on August 

21st, 1959. 

 

 

Parts of the Flag 

 

Meaning of the Colors of the Flag 

1. Red Stripes – Represent the blood of the sacrifice. 

2. White Stripes – Represents purity of the sacrifice. 

3. Blue Field – Represents the honor of the sacrifice. 

4. White Stars – In God We Trust. 

Final, Ornament or Peak 

Truck 
Canton, Field or Union 

Fly End 
Header 

Snap Hook Field or Ground 
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Displaying the Flag 

 

1. When the flag is displayed over the middle of the street, it should be suspended 
vertically with the union or blue field to the north in an east and west street or to the 
east in a north and south street. 

 

 

2. The flag of the United States of America, when it is displayed with another flag 
against a wall from crossed staffs, should be on the right, the flag's own right [that 
means the viewer's left], and its staff should be in front of the staff of the other flag. 

 

 

3. The flag, when flown at half-staff, should be first hoisted to the peak for an instant 
and then lowered to the half-staff position. The flag should be again raised to the 
peak before it is lowered for the day. By "half-staff" is meant lowering the flag to one-
half the distance between the top and bottom of the staff. Crepe streamers may be 
affixed to spear heads or flagstaffs in a parade only by order of the President of the 
United States. 

 
4. When flags of states, cities, or localities, or pennants of societies are flown on the 
same halyard with the flag of the United States, the latter should always be at the peak. 
When the flags are flown from adjacent staffs, the flag of the United States should be 
hoisted first and lowered last. No such flag or pennant may be placed above the flag of 
the United States or to the right of the flag of the United States (the viewer's left). When 

the flag is half-masted, both flags are half-masted, with the US flag at the mid-point and the other 
flag below. 

 

5. When the flag is suspended over a sidewalk from a rope extending from a house to 
a pole at the edge of the sidewalk, the flag should be hoisted out, union first, from the 
building. 

 

 

6. When the flag of the United States is displayed from a staff projecting horizontally or 
at an angle from the window sill, balcony, or front of a building, the union of the flag 
should be placed at the peak of the staff unless the flag is at half-staff. 

 

 

7. When the flag is used to cover a casket, it should be so placed that the union is 
at the head and over the left shoulder. The flag should not be lowered into the 
grave or allowed to touch the ground. 



8. When the flag is displayed in a manner other than by being flown from a 
staff, it should be displayed flat, whether indoors or out. When displayed either 
horizontally or vertically against a wall, the union should be uppermost and to 
the flag's own right, that is, to the observer's left. When displayed in a window 
it should be displayed in the same way, that is with the union or blue field to 

the left of the observer in the street. When festoons, rosettes or drapings are desired, bunting of 
blue, white and red should be used, but never the flag. 

 

9. That the flag, when carried in a procession with another flag, or 
flags, should be either on the marching right; that is, the flag's own 
right, or, if there is a line of other flags, in front of the center of that 
line. 

 

10. The flag of the United States of America should be at the center and at the highest 
point of the group when a number of flags of States or localities or pennants of societies 
are grouped and displayed from staffs. 

 

 

11. When flags of two or more nations are displayed, they are to be flown from 
separate staffs of the same height. The flags should be of approximately equal 
size. International usage forbids the display of the flag of one nation above that of 
another nation in time of peace. The order of precedence for flags generally is 
National flags (US first, then others in alphabetical order in English), State (host 

state first, then others in the order of admission) and territories (Washington DC, Puerto Rico, etc.), 
Military (Army, Marine Corps, Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard), then other. 

 

12. When displayed from a staff in a church or public auditorium on or off a 
podium, the flag of the United States of America should hold the position of 
superior prominence, in advance of the audience, and in the position of honor at 
the clergyman's or speaker's right as he faces the audience. Any other flag so 
displayed should be placed on the left of the clergyman or speaker (to the right of 

the audience). Please note that the old guidelines differed from this updated and simplified one. 

 

13. When the flag is displayed on a car, the staff shall be fixed firmly to the chassis 
or clamped to the right fender. 

 
 

14. When hung in a window, place the blue union in the upper left, as viewed from 
the street. 

 

 

 



Frequently Asked Questions 

Where should the flag be mounted as it relates to the front of a house? 

It is traditionally flown either to the right or the left of the front door. It can be on either side. When 

there is a choice, find a position of prominence. Sometimes that is the left of the door, sometimes the 

right, sometimes away from the door, but centered on the house (when you have a porch, for 

example). Use your best judgment to find a nice position for the flag. However, if you fly a second 

flag, then the US flag must be on the viewer's left of the other flag, as you approach the house. 

We are flying the US flag, our state flag, and our company flag on side-to-side poles. 

What order should they be in? 

Facing the display, from left to right: US flag, state flag, company flag. If you 

are flying them on two poles, place the US flag on the leftmost pole, and the 

state flag over the company flag on the right pole. You may not fly a 

company flag on the same pole as the US flag. 

 

We are flying the US flag, our state flag, and the POW/MIA flag on side-to-side poles. 

What order should they be in? 

Normally you would fly the POW/MIA flag beneath the US flag. However, if you need to fly it on its 
own staff, a GSA directive for federal displays states, "It is generally flown immediately below or 
adjacent to the flag of the United States as second in order of precedence." Military protocol states 
that it would follow the others. 

Facing the display, from left to right: US flag, POW/MIA, state flag. If 
you are flying them on two poles, place the US flag over the 
POW/MIA flag on the leftmost pole, and the state flag on the right 
pole. 

 

 

Doesn't the US flag fly on the tall center pole? 

Yes. When the three poles are the same height, the priority is left to 

right. When the center pole is taller, then the position of prominence 

is the center pole, then the left, then the right. 

 

 

We have the US flag, a Canadian flag, and our state flag. 

The correct order is US, then other nationality (always flown at the same height as 
the US flag), and then state flag. Section 7g of the Flag Code states: "When flags of 
two or more nations are displayed, they are to be flown from separate staffs of the 
same height. The flags should be of approximately equal size.  

 

http://www.ushistory.org/betsy/flagcode.htm


How do I display the US flag on a ship's signal mast, with a gaff, when on land? 

There are several opinions on this question. Oftentimes at marinas and yacht clubs, for example, a 

ship's signal mast is displayed on land. There is often discussion regarding 

the appropriate display of the U.S. flag. It should match what is done at sea. 

The gaff is the diagonal that projects aft from the crosstree. 

This is the convention at sea, with the U.S. flag on the gaff, with the club 

burgee at the peak. 

 

I have three flags and one pole. What order should they be in? 

You may never place two national flags on a single pole, as they must be at the same height and the 
approximate same size. 

You may never place a company or advertisement flag on the same pole as the US flag. 

In military use, no more than two flags may be on a single pole. There is no official guideline for 
civilian use. The order, generally, is as follows, seen top to bottom: 

1. US flag  
2. POW/MIA  
3. state flags (host state first, then others in the order of admission)  
4. US territories (Washington DC, Puerto Rico, etc.)  
5. Military (Army, Marine Corps, Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard)  
6. other (not advertising)*  

"Advertising signs should not be fastened to a staff or halyard from which the flag is 
flown." 

How do we display the US flag with the Christian Flag? 

When displayed from a staff in a church or public auditorium, the flag of the United States of America 
should hold the position of superior prominence, in advance of the audience, and in the position of 
honor at the clergyman's or speaker's right as he faces the audience. Any other flag so displayed 
should be placed on the left of the clergyman or speaker or to the right of the audience. 

The Christian flag may fly above the US flag only "during church services conducted by naval 
chaplains at sea, when the church pennant may be flown above the flag during church services for 
the personnel of the Navy" (Flag Code, Section 7c). 

What is the correct order of the flags of the Military Branches? 

 Army  
 Marine Corps  
 Navy  
 Air Force  
 Coast Guard  

 

 

http://www.ushistory.org/betsy/flagcode.htm


On my motorcycle, I have two flags, the US flag and a POW/MIA flag. How should they be 

positioned? 

The US flag should always be on its right, as shown in this picture. The 
POW/MIA or other flag flies on its left, which is the viewer's right, facing 
the motorcycle. 

When flying just the US flag or several flags, the US flag can be at the 
center, flying higher than the others. 

When is the flag flown upside down? 

The Flag Code states, "The flag should never be displayed with 
the union down, except as a signal of dire distress in instances of 
extreme danger to life or property." 

The clear intent is as a call for immediate emergency assistance 
(danger at sea, or perhaps during a kidnapping in progress, for 
example). 

Why is the flag sometimes backwards on the side of airplanes, buses, and other 

vehicles? 

The flag 

decals show 

the union 

(the blue 

area) on the 

side closer to 

the front of 

the plane. On the plane's left, the decal shows the flag with the union at the left, as usual. On the 

plane's right side, is a "right flag" or "reversed field flag" or "reverse flag," with the union on the right. 

This is done so that the flag looks as if it is blowing in the wind created by the forward movement. 

You can see this on cars and trucks as well. 

 

  

http://www.ushistory.org/betsy/flagcode.htm


Half-mast and Half-staff 

Is there a difference between half-mast and half-staff? 

The term "half-mast" is appropriate at sea (as ships have masts). "Half-staff" is appropriate on land,  

When to half-staff the flag? 

 May 15 — Peace Officers Memorial Day: half-staff from sunrise to sunset 
 Last Monday in May — Memorial Day: the flag should be displayed at half-staff until 

noon 
 September 11 — Patriot Day: half-staff from sunrise to sunset 
 December 7 — National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day: half-staff from sunrise to 

sunset 
 Upon reliable information that the current or former President, current Vice-President, 

current or former Chief Justice, or current Speaker of the House has died 
 Upon Presidential proclamation or your state's governor 

The flag, when flown at half-staff, should be first hoisted to the peak for an instant and then lowered 
to the half-staff position. The flag should be again raised to the peak before it is lowered for the day.  

How can I show mourning if my flag is on a fixed pole or staff and can't be half-masted? 

You can affix a streamer of black crepe to the staff immediately below the spearhead of the U.S. 

flag. It should be no wider than 1 foot, but may be less wide to match the proportionality of the flag. It 

should be about 1-1/2 times the hoist of the fly (the shorter dimension; the height of the flag). Attach 

a black streamer with a bow-knot to the spearhead (top) of the pole, allowing the streamer to fall 

naturally. Alternately, you can affix black bow-knots, with or without streamers, placed at the 

fastening points. 

Can the US flag be flown at half-staff and the state flag be flown underneath of it on the 

same pole? 

Yes. The US flag should be at a point midway on the pole and the state flag should fly beneath it. 

On Memorial Day, should we place small flags at gravesites? 

Yes, it is customary to honor fallen soldiers every Memorial Day by placing a small flag at the 
gravesite.  

Can the governor order the US flag half-staffed for anyone he or she chooses? 

No. Section 7m of the Flag Code authorizes a governor to half-staff the US flag 
upon the death of a present or former official of the government of the state, or the 
death of a member of the Armed Forces from that state who dies while serving on 
active duty. 

The President, by comparison, is authorized to half-staff the US flag by 
proclamation upon the death of principal figures of the US Government and the 
Governor of a State, territory, or possession, as well as in the event of the death of 
other officials or foreign dignitaries. 

Governors can order the flag to half-staff to honor fallen soldiers from their state (see Public Law 
110-41).   

http://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing_room/PresidentialActions/
http://www.ushistory.org/betsy/flagcode.htm
http://www.ushistory.org/betsy/more/micks.htm
http://www.ushistory.org/betsy/more/micks.htm


Folding the US Flag 

Step 1 - To properly fold the Flag, begin by holding it waist-high with another person so that its 
surface is parallel to the ground. 

 

Step 2 - Fold the lower half of the stripe section lengthwise over the field of stars, holding the 
bottom and top edges securely. 

 

Step 3 - Fold the flag again lengthwise with the blue field on the outside. 

 

Step 4 - Make a triangular fold by bringing the striped corner of the folded edge to meet the 
open (top) edge of the flag. 

 

Step 6 - The triangular folding is continued until the entire length of the flag is folded in this 
manner. 

 

Step 7 - When the flag is completely folded, only a triangular blue field of stars should be visible. 

 Note: Service Flags  
Hold the flag waist high and fold it in half twice 
lengthwise.  Fold the flag in half twice from end to 
end.  

 

 



Meaning of the Folds 

 The first fold of our flag is a symbol of life. 

 The second fold is a symbol of our belief in the eternal life. 

 The third fold is made in honor and remembrance of the veteran 
departing our ranks who gave a portion of their life for the defense of 
our country to attain a peace throughout the world. 

 The fourth fold represents our weaker nature, for as American citizens 
trusting in God, it is to Him we turn in times of peace as well as in times 
of war for His divine guidance. 

 The fifth fold is a tribute to our country, for in the words of Stephen 
Decatur, "Our country, in dealing with other countries, may she always 
be right; but it is still our country, right or wrong." 

 The sixth fold is for where our hearts lie. It is with our heart that we 
pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America, and to the 
republic for which it stands, one nation, under God, indivisible, with 
liberty and justice for all. 

 The seventh fold is a tribute to our Armed Forces, for it is through the 
Armed Forces that we protect our country and our flag against all her 
enemies, whether they be found within or without the boundaries of our 
republic. 

 The eighth fold is a tribute to the one who entered into the valley of the 
shadow of death, that we might see the light of day, and to honor 
mother, for whom it flies on mother's day. 

 The ninth fold is a tribute to womanhood; for it has been through their 
faith, love, loyalty and devotion that the character of the men and 
women who have made this country great have been molded. 

 The tenth fold is a tribute to father, for he, too, has given his sons and 
daughters for the defense of our country since they were first born. 

 The eleventh fold, in the eyes of a Hebrew citizen, represents the lower 
portion of the seal of King David and King Solomon, and glorifies, in 
their eyes, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

 The twelfth fold, in the eyes of a Christian citizen, represents an emblem 
of eternity and glorifies, in their eyes, God the Father, the Son, and Holy 
Spirit. 

 When the flag is completely folded, the stars are uppermost, reminding 
us of our national motto, "In God we Trust." 

 

 

 



Retiring the US Flag 
 

Section 4 U.S. Code § 8 (k) states that; “the flag, when it is in such condition that it is no longer 
a fitting emblem for display, should be destroyed in a dignified way, preferably by flame.” 
 

Step 1 – Two guards approach the flame with flag folded. 

Step 2 – Flag is unfolded by guards and snapped open. 

Step 3 – All in attendance recite Pledge of Allegiance. 

Step 4 – Guards bring flag in horizontal position over flame. 

Step 5 – Flag is lowered into flame. 

Step 6 – All in attendance execute a military salute or place hands over heart, whichever is 

appropriate. 

Step 7 – Taps is played if a bugler is available. 

Step 8 – All cut salutes at last note of taps. 

 

Once a flag is retired to the fire pit or fire ring, no other material, wood or otherwise is placed in 

fire.  Once fire is out and ashes have cooled, ashes are buried with respect. 

 

 

  



The Star-Spangled Banner 

 
"The Star-Spangled Banner" is the national anthem of the United States of America. The lyrics come 
from "Defense of Fort McHenry", a poem written on September 14, 1814, by the 35-year-old lawyer 
and amateur poet Francis Scott Key after witnessing the bombardment of Fort McHenry by British 
ships of the Royal Navy in Baltimore Harbor during the Battle of Baltimore in the War of 1812. Key 
was inspired by the large American flag, the Star-Spangled Banner, flying triumphantly above the 
fort during the American victory. 
 
The poem was set to the tune of a popular British song written by John Stafford Smith for the 
Anacreontic Society, a men's social club in London. "To Anacreon in Heaven" (or "The Anacreontic 
Song"), with various lyrics, was already popular in the United States. Set to Key's poem and 
renamed "The Star-Spangled Banner", it soon became a well-known American patriotic song.  
 
"The Star-Spangled Banner" was recognized for official use by the United States Navy in 1889, and 
by U.S. President Woodrow Wilson in 1916, and was made the national anthem by a congressional 
resolution on March 3, 1931 (46 Stat. 1508, codified at 36 U.S.C. § 301), which was signed by 
President Herbert Hoover.  Although the poem has four stanzas, only the first is commonly sung 
today. 
 
 
Oh, say can you see by the dawn’s early light 
 What so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last gleaming? 
 Whose broad stripes and bright stars thru the perilous fight, 
 O’er the ramparts we watched were so gallantly streaming? 
 And the rocket’s red glare, the bombs bursting in air, 
 Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there. 
 Oh, say does that star-spangled banner yet wave 
 O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave? 
 
On the shore, dimly seen through the mists of the deep, 
 Where the foe’s haughty host in dread silence reposes, 
 What is that which the breeze, o’er the towering steep, 
 As it fitfully blows, half conceals, half discloses? 
 Now it catches the gleam of the morning’s first beam, 
 In full glory reflected now shines in the stream: 
‘Tis the star-spangled banner! Oh long may it wave 
 O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave! 
 
And where is that band who so vauntingly swore 
 That the havoc of war and the battle’s confusion, 
 A home and a country should leave us no more! 
 Their blood has washed out their foul footsteps’ pollution. 
 No refuge could save the hireling and slave 
 From the terror of flight, or the gloom of the grave: 
 And the star-spangled banner in triumph doth wave 
 O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave! 
 
Oh! thus be it ever, when freemen shall stand 
 Between their loved home and the war’s desolation! 
 Blest with victory and peace, may the heav’n rescued land 
 Praise the Power that hath made and preserved us a nation. 



Quick Guide to Order of Precedence 

 
The following is the order of precedence of flags: 
 
1. The flag of the United States. 

 
2. Foreign national flags.  

a. Displayed in alphabetical order using the English alphabet. 
 

3. Flag of the President of the United States of America. 
 

4. State and territorial flags.  
a. Normally, state flags are displayed in order of admittance of the 

State to the Union.  
b. However, they may also be displayed in alphabetical order 

using the English alphabet.  
c. Territorial flags are displayed after the State flags either in the 

order they were recognized by the United States or 
alphabetically. 

 
5. Military organizational flags of the Services order of precedence. 

a. United States Army 
b. United States Marine Corps 
c. United States Navy 
d. United States Air Force 
e. United States Coast Guard 
f. Army National Guard of the United States 
g. Army Reserve 
h. Marine Corps Reserve 
i. Naval Reserve 
j. Air National Guard of the United States 
k. Air Force Reserve 
l. Coast Guard Reserve 

 
6. Military Service Organization flags order of precedence. 

a. Veterans of Foreign Wars 
b. American Legion 
c. Fleet Reserve Association 
d. Marine Corps League 
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“I believe our flag is more than just cloth and ink. It is a universally recognized 
symbol that stands for liberty, and freedom. It is the history of our nation, and 
it’s marked by the blood of those who died defending it.”  John Thune 


